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astronomer gently, "just try two stones a day for
six months, and then other six months give him
nothing and see what 'mere' re-distribution will
do! " So with the Irish Famine. It was merely the
distribution of food that was at fault. The story has
been put on record by eye-witnesses, of the carts
leaving the villages laden with butter and cheese
and farm produce, and passing to the coast along
roads where every now and then men, women and
children lay dying or dead for want of food.

The fact is, in every country there is a caste-system
of food stuffs. In Ireland, the highest classes live on
wheat, flesh, milk and eggs. A lower rank consumes
oatmeal, herrings and buttermilk. Still further down
comes the population that lives on the protato. And
after them is nothing save the grass and bark of
famine. Obviously, if the wheat-crop fail/the class
that depended on it heretofore will fall back on other
foods, including the oatmeal of the next caste, for an
equal bulk of consumable material. The lower caste
will have recourse to the potato which will conse-
quently rise in price, and the lowest class will find
food scarce. The heaviest incidence of the scarcity
will fell on them even when it is not their own crop
which has failed. But there are mitigating circufaa*
stances in this case* In the first place the whole
society feels the pinch at the same time. There is a cer-
tain lightening of the social bond, with;a possibility